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Glancing back, I saw that the crossing sign had started flashing. Still in a daze, I started 
to cross the street. 

Running past, the man turned towards me smiled and gratefully nodded his head, 
saying “Thank you” without words. 

Language is important. From my time in Taiwan, I realized how hard it is to communi-
cate without a common language. But even more so than that, I learned that as long as 
you have some patience and an open heart, language barriers can be overcome. Even 
without spoken language, people can convey messages that surpass the limitations of 
words. 



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33




